DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

sarcasm about everybody and  everything/9   Bitter
memories   of her   own   troubles  when   she  herself
came as a bride to Berlin at so early an age were in
her mind, and she thought Dona lucky in  being
twenty-two, not seventeen, when she entered those
censorious circles.   As for William,  she was sorry
that he had not seen more of the world before he
settled down, but he  had no taste   for travelling,
and never looked at a guide-book nor appreciated
the beauties of Art and Nature, so where was the
use ?   In   view   of William's   subsequent   develop-
ments  that  was  not  a  very  discerning  criticism,
for presently he was to  be known as the  Reise-
Kaiser, and he composed music and painted (or at
least designed) large rancid allegorical cartoons and
excavated Greek antiquities.   But it is easy to under-
stand her  depreciation,   for  he  made  a  point  of
disagreeing with his mother, and it was sufficient for
her to invoke his admiration for a masterpiece of
Art or a panorama of fine scenery, or to claim his
interest in some historical monument, to ensure his
indifference. . . . The night before his wedding she
mourned over the thought that he would never sleep
under his parents5 roof again : she was inconveniently
soft-hearted, she told her mother, and William thought
her absurdly sentimental, for what did it matter where
he slept ?   But her regrets were more for the vanished
love and confidence which had once existed between
him and herself and for the years in which bitter seed
had been sown, than for the fact that her eldest son
had a wife and an establishment of his own.1

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, pp. 179, 183.
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